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The Role of Moravian Archives in Supporting World Heritage

Moravian archival repositories play a significant role in helping Moravians and Moravian
communities preserve their identity. Their collections include letters, diaries, architectural plans,
and other key documents that give authenticity to the celebrated built environments of the
Moravian Church Settlements recently inscribed as a UNESCO World Heritage Site. UNESCO
status has contributed immensely to public interest in the Moravians and Moravian communities,
and as a result, there has been increased engagement between Moravian archivists and academic
working groups, filmmakers, and neighboring historical organizations, among others.

Utilizing data collected from surveys and interviews with researchers, Moravian
archivists, and other key stakeholders, this original study will investigate research trends, the
impact of UNESCO status on researcher expectations and questions, and the role of the archives
in supporting the Moravian Church Settlements.



