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Creating a (Nearly) Complete Collection of Moravian Chorales

In 1784, Christian Gregor published the first "official" collection of Moravian
Chorales with his Choralbuch. It contained over four hundred and fifty tunes
ordered with his unique alphanumerical system, indicating meter. Since then, over
one thousand tunes have been published in Moravian sources, receiving an
alphanumerical designation, thus being classified as a Moravian Chorale. Today, the
primary sources of Moravian Chorales, the "band books," only contain roughly three
hundred chorales in total, and many of Gregor's original chorales never made it out
of the original 1784 publication. The Complete Moravian Chorales project seeks to
create a comprehensive record of every tune that has ever been published as a
Moravian Chorale, surveying as many sources that can be found, and presenting
these chorales in a format usable by modern Moravian bands. It is our hope that
through this project, we can preserve and expand this aspect of Moravian heritage,
history, and culture.



