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While the 16th-century Protestant Reformation is often credited with reshaping Western 
Christianity, the theological foundations were laid a century earlier in Bohemia by Jan Hus (c. 
1369–1415). Condemned as a heretic at the Council of Constance, Hus’s martyrdom ignited a 
movement that directly birthed the Unitas Fratrum (the Moravian Church). Concurrently, Hus’s 
emphasis on national ecclesial autonomy, vernacular liturgy, and a return to the primitive Church 
anticipated the structural and theological developments of the modern Independent Catholic 
movement. The poster explores Hus as the dual catalyst for both the oldest Protestant 
denomination and the contemporary independent sacramental tradition 

 
 
Biographical note: 
Mark Koscinski, a certified public accountant, is an associate professor of accounting practice at the 
Moravian University School of Business and Economics. Mark holds a Doctor of Letters (D.Litt.) degree 
in Eastern Christian Spirituality from Drew University. He also earned a D.He earned a Master of 
Divinity (M.Div.) degree from the Moravian School of Theology. Dr. Koscinski is an ordained Catholic 
deacon who currently serves the Central Diocese of the Polish National Catholic Church. Over the years, 
he has served as a diocesan finance officer, a parish finance officer, and a parish administrator. His 
religious research interests include liturgical practice, independent Catholicism, and Constantine the 
Great.  He also writes on business management issues. 


